
2700 - 45th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94116
Tel: 415-661-2700         Fax: 415-661-8620

E-mail: uicentersf@yahoo.com      www.irishcentersf.org

Foras Cultuir Gaeil Aontuighthe

Volume XV  No. 3
March 2015

2014-2015 OFFICERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Judith Kell
President

Caitie O’Shea
Vice President

John Tucker
Secretary

Michael Bowler
Treasurer

Megan Cummins
Michael Leboeuf
Bill Luqué

Purpose ~ Respect ~ Organization ~ Unity ~ Determination

BOARD MESSAGE

United Irish Cultural Center, Inc.

Dear Members, 

 What a pleasure it is to welcome you to March, the month of  Irish “High Season” at your United 
Irish Cultural Center.  Many have noticed the absolute beauty of  the renewed front entrance to the Center 
and, once again, we have our wonderful building committee (Martin Falvey, Gerry Cassidy) and the Irish 
Pipers to thank for the exceptional work to beautify the entrance to our Center. Special thanks to Liam Riedy 
of  Reidy Painting for the exceptional work involved in painting the entrance and stairway.
 The Rose of  Tralee dinner and dance on February 7th was a huge success.  Marisa Conroy is our 
lovely 2015 “Rose”.  All three judges commented on the high caliber of  all of  the entrants in the Rose com-
petition.  Michael Finney (KGO television) was the essence of  Irish charm and wit as he hosted the celebra-
tion in fine style.  Kudo’s to 2014 Rose, Rosie Keehan, for putting together an unforgettable evening for all 
who attended.
 February 27th was an incredible evening opening up “High Season” with the United Irish Society’s 
Grand Marshal Dinner.  Parade Grand Marshal, Bill Duggan, was honored  and a record number of  attendees 
were present at the very special occasion.
 On March 14th your Irish Center will be represented in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade with a motorized 
cable car.  Anyone with an urge to join us is welcome to call the Center and sign up for a memorable ride!  
There will be a block party on 45th Avenue on March 15th and all are invited to join in this party sponsored 
by the UICC, the United Irish Societies and Java Beach Restaurant.   The UICC restaurant and bar will be 
open on Tuesday, March 17th for your traditional St. Patrick’s Day celebration.
All are reminded of  the many March celebratory events sponsored by the United Irish Societies and Irish 
Crossroads!  A listing can be found elsewhere in the Bulletin.
 Your Board of  Directors submitted an application for grant funds for the Irish government’s 
Emigrant Support Programme (E.S.P.). Since 2004 the E.S.P. has assisted over 400 organizations in twenty-
six countries.  Our own GAA was able to develop fields at Treasure Island, and the Irish Immigration and 
Pastoral Center has also received E.S.P. funds. We are hopeful that the UICC, being the Center of  all things 
Irish in the Bay Area, will be funded to further serve our Irish community. The UICC grant request would 
help to cover some of  the changes that we would all like to see in our forty-year-old Center.  The painting 
of  the front of  the building and an upgrade to the St. Patrick’s Room are being requested through the grant.  
The grant requires matching funds and we are currently working to make that a reality!
  I plan on seeing all of  you at the WOMEN OF IRELAND event on Sunday, March 22nd.  Let’s 
meet there for an incredible evening of  Irish music, song and dance.  Tickets available at the Center or online.  
 Lastly, RENEW YOUR UICC MEMBERSHIP NOW if  you haven’t done so already!  Your 
UICC dues enable us to maintain our forty-year-old wonderful Center for your use and enjoyment.

With Irish blessings and in Unity,

Judith Kell, President 
UICC Board of  Directors

THIS MONTH’S GENERAL MEETING IS THURSDAY MARCH 26



The Thursday Night Dinner will be held March 19, 
providing at least 10 people make reservations by Friday, March 13. 

Please call Mary McGee at 415/661-2700 for reservations.
The price is $25.  No-host cocktails start at 5:30 pm and dinner will be served at 6:00 pm. 
Dinner includes soup or salad and your choice of  Corned Beef  & Cabbage or Filet of  Sole.

If  there are less than 10 people responding the Thursday Night Dinner Club will be discontinued. 

SILVER GAELS

THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER CLUB

DEADLINE for APRIL 2015 BULLETIN is MARCH 15
Please call the UICC with questions at 415/661-2700.  If you have specific questions contact: 

Adrienne Verreos         Falcon Associates Inc. 
•  tel: 415/468-4130  •  fax: 415/468-3549  •  email: falconassoc@earthlink.net

Cache Creek Casino Trip ~ Wednesday, March 25 
$25 per person 

Reservation deadline is March 16
Silver Gaels luncheon & card playing ~ Friday, March 27  

ATTENTION MEMBERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATIONS

Positions for Board of  Director for 2015 – 2017 The following Board of  Directors’ terms are up this year: Mike 
LeBoeuf, Megan Cummins, Judith Kell and Caitie O’Shea.  Of  the four openings, the following Incumbent Directors 
have expressed desire to run for a second three-year term:  Mike LeBoeuf, Megan Cummins and Judith Kell. Nominations 
will be held at the April 23, 2015 General Membership Meeting.  Nominations can be made from the floor and 
Active Members being nominated must be present to accept or reject the nomination.  Voting for the Board of  Directors 
will take place at the Annual Membership meeting on May 28, 2015.  The Nominating Committee, as per Article III, 
Section  20 consists of  two (2) Directors (Caitie O’Shea (Chair) and Megan Cummins) and four (4) members in good 
standing, (John Gallagher, Kay Gulbengay, Kathleen Manning and Valerie McGrew) as approved by a majority of  the 
Board of  Directors.  You can contact Chair, Caitie O’Shea at caitieoshi@sbcglobal.net if  you have questions. 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BYLAWS 

Article III, Directors
Add the word “Active” to clarify a member in good standing who would be eligible to run for office, to nominate 
candidates for Board of  Directors, to vote and to receive discounts.

Article IV, Membership 
Name change: “Regular” Membership will be identified as “Individual” Membership.  
Add two (2) additional non-voting Memberships – Associate and Corporate 
Add descriptions of  new non-voting memberships; The Associate and Corporate memberships will be charged an 
annual fee with the amount and method of  collection determined annually by the Board of  Directors.  
Section numbers will be changed to reflect new additions.

Article V, Meeting, Voting
Add the word “Active” to member to clarify a member in good standing.



MARCH CALENDAR
■ MARCH 12,  THURSDAY
    •  IIPC Active Retirees
       Mass & Luncheon ~ 12:15pm  See Ad
       Please RSVP to Joan at the IIPC 415/752-6006.
     •  The Irish-American Crossroads Festival ~ 7:00pm
       The inaugural meeting of  the Crossroads Salon, a        
        place to highlight and explore the works of  local                 
        writers and artists of  American Irish heritage or          
        interest in exploring Irish-American themes.   
        For information contact Margaret McPeak: 
        Margaret@irishamericancrossroads.org
    •   Set Dancing Classes ~ 7:30pm - 9:30pm
        For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803

    ■ MARCH 13,  FRIDAY
    •  Get Your Irish On! Kathy Holly’s 13th Annual St.   
       Patrick’s Luncheon and Show ~ 12 noon.  
        Join Kathy Holly, Int’l Vocalist and The Kathy Holly  
        Irish Collective and the Whelan-Kennelly Irish Dancers    
        Ticket Deadline is March 9th. For info and tickets contact: 
        Kathy at 415/269-8699 or Holly7531@aol.com. 
        Online at:“Irish-entertainment.brownpapetickets.com”.

■ MARCH 14, SATURDAY
   •  St. Patrick’s Mass at St. Patrick’s Church ~ 9:00am
      164th  St. Patrick’s Day Parade, ~ 11:30am
       Come back to the Center for our Annual Corned    
       Beef  and Cabbage Dinner starting at 3:30pm
       in the St. Patrick’s Room 
       The restaurant will open early at 4:00pm
       No reservations. Live music all day!  

■ MARCH 15,  SUNDAY
   •   Join Java Beach at the Zoo, the UICC and the UIS
      for our Annual Block Party ~ 11:00am 
       Restaurant opens at 10:00am- 3:00pm  for Brunch    
       and Dinner starts at 4:00pm

■ MARCH 17,  TUESDAY
   •  Happy St. Patrick’s Day to one and all! 
       Come out & celebrate with us! Live Music all day &  night
       The UICC opens at 11:00am for lunch and dinner starts    
       at 4:00pm. Don’t forget to wear your green! 
       All are welcome! No reservations needed. 
      
■ MARCH 19,  THURSDAY
   •   Set Dancing Classes ~ 7:30pm - 9:30pm
        For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803

■ MARCH 22,  SUNDAY
   • Women of  Ireland Concert ~ 7:30pm
      St. Patrick’s Room. Tickets available at the Center
      Tickets are $45. Children’s tickets are $15

               
                     Music at the Bar

saturday March 7 
           the toast inspectors with Vince Keehan

Friday, March 13:    pat haMilton 
saturday, March 14:
 the Gas Men 3:30 – 7:30
 plastic paddy’s 7:30 – 11pM

upstairs at the corned BeeF and caBBaGe 
dinner, in the st. patricK’s rooM: 
 paul hattenschwiller 3pM -7pM

tuesday, March 17 
 pat haMilton 11aM – 3pM

 KeVin roche Band 3pM – 7pM

 shards oF Green 7pM – 11pM

saturday, March 28 the elderBerries 

•  The Irish-American Crossroads Festival ~ 7:00pm
    Presents author and educator, Margaret Cooley, 
    as she teaches this popular facilitated workshop,   
   “Creating Narratives from Family Records”, on the  
   research and composition of  family histories. 
   Contact Margaret Cooley to register and make a 
   reservation: (415) 810-3774 or email at 
   marg_cooley@yahoo.com

■ MARCH 26,  THURSDAY
   •  GENERAL MEETING
       7:30pm ~ St. Francis Room

   •   Set Dancing Classes ~ 7:30pm - 9:30pm
        For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803
 
■ MARCH 29,  SUNDAY
   •  Irish-American Crossroads Festival           
      Presents the life histories of  participants in the   
      Irish Oral History Archiver of  the San 
      Francisco Bay Area ~ 2:00pm ~ St Francis Room.         
       This gathering will highlight the individual stories  
       of several oral history archiver participants including  
       John Brosnan, Fr. Michael Healy, Rita McEvoy  
       and Kathleen Ryan. Bring the whole family! 
       This is a free event.

   •  St. Patrick’s Ceili ~ 7:00pm - 10:00pm
      St. Patrick’s Room ~ Adults $10  
      Children FREE when accompanied by an adult
      For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803

Irish Marvels, Past and Present Study Group
will not be meeting in March.



MEMBERSHIP

Please make any comments or corrections regarding information in this Membership Section 
to the UICC Membership Committee: membership@irishcentersf.org



SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2015
	 Honoring	Commodore	JoHn	Barry
 10:00 am   Veterans	retirement	Home

 4150 Clement Street at 42nd Avenue

 2:00 PM   st.	anne’s	LittLe	sisters	of	tHe	Poor
 300 Lake Street at 3rd Avenue
FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2015 
 10:00 am   fLag	raising

	 Co-Hosted	By	tHe	HonoraBLe	mayor	edwin	m.	Lee
	 and	tHe	United	irisH	soCieties	of	san	franCisCo
 City Hall Rotunda
SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2015 
 9:00 am  LagUna	Honda	HosPitaL

	 10:00	am		mass

 Laguna Honda Blvd. and Woodside Drive
 
 2:00 Pm   aLma	Via	retirement	Home

 1 Thomas More Way

Our 164th Year

UNITED IRISH SOCIETIES
of San Francisco

Sponsors of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
P. O. Box 16026 • San Francisco, CA 94116

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015
 9:00 am   st.	PatriCk’s	day	mass

	 reCePtion	in	ParisH	HaLL

 St. Patrick’s Church, 756 Mission St. at 3rd Street

 11:30 am   st.	PatriCk’s	day	Parade
 2nd and Market Streets to Civic Center

 11:00 am	~	5:00	Pm   festiVaL
 Civic Center
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2015
	 fr.	Peter	C.	yorke	day	~	90tH	anniVersary

	 10:00	am   mass	-	aLL	saints	maUsoLeUm	
	 Holy	Cross	Cemetery,	1500	mission	rd.,		Colma

DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED
	 roBert	emmet	day



Silver Gaels 
Cache Creek Casino Trip

March 25, 2015 ~ $25 per person
Includes round-trip transportation  

Bus leaves from the UICC @ 9:00 am    
Trip will be cancelled if  we do not have 40 PAID reservations.  

Bring ID card and Cache Creek Card (if  you have one).     
 Make check payable to: UICC

Mail to:  Silver Gaels Casino Trip 
        c/o UICC
        2700 - 45th Avenue    
                                                   San Francisco, CA 94116

PAID RESERVATIONS 

MUST BE RECEIVED 

by March 16

Come Join Us!





Thank you to all our members 
who have sent in their dues in 
February.  

Your continued support of  the 
UICC and the Center’s activities 
helps us respond to the needs of  
an aging building and to better 
reach out to our Irish Community.  

There is lots of  good energy at 
the Center and we are seeing 
many Members coming out to 
the Center for meals.  

Thank You All!

Fr. T. P. Reynolds and the 
Columban Fathers’ Committee 
would like to thank everyone 
who supported our annual 
luncheon and raffle.  
It was a truly joyful occasion 
and a great success, thanks to 
your generosity.

“Thank You to Michael Finney, ABC News, 7 
On Your Side” for being the Master of Cer-
emonies for the Rose of Tralee!

Watch for Michael Finney at the St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade which is being televised by ABC.” 

T
ha

nk
 Y

ou
!

Mitzi Samson & Maureen Hickey 

wish our subscribers 

and advertisers  

a wonderful 

St. Patrick’s Day!

Thank you for your continuing support.



Presenting the 2015 San Francisco Rose of Tralee
Marisa Conroy

A Special Thank You to the United Irish Cultural Center Board of Directors and Staff
Thank you to our Judging Panel: Judith Kell, John Tucker, and Emer Braddock

& Thank you to our Rose and Escort Sponsors

Parkside Tavern, Kerry Athletic Club, Northwest Demolition, Johnny Foley’s Irish House, KJ Woods Construction,
Foxtail Hill Windows and Doors, CSH Productions, Shannon Arms Irish Pub, United Irish Societies of San Francisco

Marisa will represent San Francisco in the Rose of Tralee Regional Festival in
Portlaoise, Co. Laois May 28th- 31st, 2015

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

San Francisco Center



The annual drawing will be held at a luncheon on Sunday May 17, 2015, 
at  1:00pm.  The final drawing of 2014 and first drawing of 2015 will be held. 
A total of $4,800 in prize money will be awarded for each drawing at the 
luncheon. You do not need to be present to win. 

Doors open at 12 noon. Price $25/per person.

Menu
Soup

Choice of entree:
Barbeque Chicken or Pineapple Boat

Dessert 
Wine

All reservations must be in no later than May 11, 2015.
No reservations may be made at the door. 

For information or questions call Bill Luqué at (415) 552-9620.
No Reserved Seating. All tickets must be paid in advance. No Exceptions!

Reservation Form:✂ ………………………………………………………..........………………....

Make check payable to 32/50 Club and mail to: 

32/50 Club
Bill Luqué

2700 45th Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94116

Name: ____________________________________________Phone:__________________________

Number of reservations: _______@$25.00 each for a total of $____________

Number of Barbeque Chicken  _________ Number of Pineapple Boat ____________

PICK UP TICKETS AT ENTRANCE

32/50  
 Roundup
  Luncheon

May 17, 2015



BOOK SALE & Open House
MARCH 15, 2015 FROM 11am TO 3pm    

PATRICK J. DOWLING LIBRARY
CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY BY BUYING A BOOK  and  

A VISIT TO THE NEWLY REMODELED LIBRARY DURING THE ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY

PATRICK J. DOWLING LIBRARY NEWS
TREASURES OF THE PATRICK J. DOWLING LIBRARY

Teampall Ban
Aspects of the Famine in North Kerry

By John D. Pierse

Donated by Minister of State for the Diaspora Jimmy Deenihan

When the Irish Diaspora Minister Jimmy Deenihan was visiting 
the UICC this February, he had an opportunity to visit the 
library and donated an autographed copy of Teampall Ban 
to the library collection.  Teampall Ban is the name of the 
graveyard outside of Listowel and  symbolizes the Famine 
to the people of Listowel and North Kerry. The book is an 
overview of the impact of the Famine on this area. As Mr. 
Pierse says in his Preface, “…It is important that we remember 
the suffering of those who died and give credit to those who 
tried to save the people”

Priest’s Leap

Donated by Peter O’Driscoll

Located on the Baera Peninsula overlooking Bantry Bay, the 
Priest’s Leap stone memorializes the spot, where accord-
ing to legend, in 1612 a priest pursued by soldiers jumped 
from this spot and miraculously landed in Bantry. Peter 
O’Driscoll has donated a handwritten copy of the poem to 
the library that relates this story.  The following is his history 
of the poem. “Mr. Edward O’Connor was the school master 
at the national School of Dromore in the parish of Cahereigh 
from the 1930s to his retirement in December 1961.  One 
of the demands for all his students was that each one would 
study and know the poem titled Priest’s Leap. My brother 
(Jeremiah) Jerry Thaddeus O’Driscoll was a student of his 
until he reached 14 years in early 1949. I took my first trip 
home to Aughaville, parish of Caheragh, in August 1998 
after 35 years in America. While searching through the old 
home I found the poem the Priest’s Leap which my brother 
Jerry had written in ink writing pen in lined paper while a 
student of Mr. O’Connor at Dromore school sometime during 
the 1940s.  Jerry was 7 years older than I, he was born in 
January 1935, died in February 1991 and is buried in Robin 
Hood Cemetery in Birmingham, England. I wish to share 
this interesting history of the Priest Leap with the Irish com-
munity in San Francisco.”  —Peter O’Driscoll

“Long years have passed away since then 
in sun, wind and rain

But still of that terrific leap 
the wondrous marks remain

On the high cliff from which he sprang 
now deemed a sacred Place? 

The prints left by the horse hoofs 
are plain for all to see”

(Excerpt from the Priest’s Leap)

Patricia Ward D’Arcy
Retires as Library Volunteer

Pat is retiring as a library volunteer after working on and 
off at the library for many years.  She first joined the library 
after her retirement from the public school library system - 
working with Patrick Dowling when the Patrick J. Dowling 
Library was new.  We are really going to miss her-not only 
she is a diligent worker but she is also a great friend.    

All the Best to Pat in her new endeavors.

An Coinneal   
Volume 27- 2014

Donated by Sean Dunne

An Coinneal is a periodical from Kilgeever, parish  of Louis-
burgh, County Mayo.  In publication since 1959, it is the oldest 
parish magazine in Ireland.  Over the years, Mr. Dunne has 
been kind enough to donate several volumes of the periodical 



• Honest
   • Aggressive
      • Dependable

473 Jackson Street
San Francisco, CA 94111

fax: (415) 395-9206

Terence A Redmond
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY

PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

IMMIGRATION LAW
Financing is available - call now

(415) 395-9000

A  Native San Franciscan 
Serving San Franciscans for 37 years

Brennan & Associates
Insurance Brokers

License No. 0649629

Thomas J. Brennan
Business Insurance Specialists

800-826-5550

 2200 Powell Street, Suite 1080
Emeryville, CA 94608

Law Offices of 

Jack Riordan
Kerry Riordan Sykes*

Maureen S. McFadden*
*Certified Specialist in Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law 
by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

377 West Portal Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94127
(415) 661-9050

Free Initial Consultation

DINING ROOM
—LUNCH—

THURSDAY-FRIDAY
11:30AMTO2PM

—DINNERfrom5PM—
THURSDAY-SUNDAY

—SUNDAYBRUNCH—
10AMTO2PM

PRIX-FIXE DINNER MENU 
$20 FOR MEMBERS 

$21 FOR NON-MEMBERS
Thursday and Sunday evenings

*not including tax and gratuity

q q

Please contact our Pre-Planning Department for
your FREE Personal Planning Guide

Duggan’s Serra Mortuary, Daly City  FD1098

415/587-4500      650/756-4500

Sullivan’s Funeral Home & Cremation Svcs  FD 228

415/621-4567
www.duggansserra.com

My Funeral, My Cremation, My Way®
Traditional & Cremation Services

“Our Family Serving Yours”

q

Celebrations of Life



April 18
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United Irish Cultural Center, Inc.

2700 45th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116-2696

This month’s General Meeting is March 26

April 5 ~ Easter Brunch
April 18 ~ UICC 40th Anniversary Ball
April 23 ~ UICC General Membership Meeting 
May 9 ~ Emerald Society Dinner Dance
May 17 ~ 32/50 Club Roundup Luncheon
May 28 ~ UICC Annual Members Meeting
June TBA ~ Mad Hatter Tea Party

Save the Date!  



TO RECEIVE THE UICC BULLETIN for 2015
 PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN THIS FORM

ALONG  WITH A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF $27.00

p NEW     p RENEWAL      p CHANGE of ADDRESS   
Your subscription period is January 2015 through December 2015

 

  
  

  Name _____________________________________________________________

  Member   p YES    p NO   

  Membership Number ___________________________

  Address ____________________________________________________________

  City ______________________ State _____________ Zip code ________________

  Telephone ________________________E mail _____________________________
     
  Please make check payable to:   UICC/Bulletin
     
  MAIL TO:                   United Irish Cultural Center     
                Att: Maureen Hickey/Mitzi Samson
                2700 - 45th Avenue
                San Francisco, CA 94116

Thank You For Your Support 
For the Past 11 Years!

 Mitzi Samson & Maureen Hickey

RENEW - SUBSCRIBE 
2015 UICC BULLETIN

Time to 




