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BOARD MESSAGE

United Irish Cultural Center, Inc.

Purpose ~ Respect ~ Organization ~ Unity ~ Determination

THIS MONTH’S GENERAL MEETING IS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 ~ 7:30

Dear UICC Members,

On behalf  of  the Board, I am pleased to announce the hiring of  Robert Sparks as the UICC’s 
first Executive Director, following an extensive recruitment and selection process.  In this new role at 
the Center, Robert will direct all of  the Center’s Operations, and will report to the President of  the 
UICC Board.

Robert comes to the Center with an extensive background in private country club management.
Born and raised in Orange County, Robert majored in Broadcast Journalism intending to spend a 
career writing in news departments in both radio and television. He took a job working at a private 
golf  country club in Newport Beach and ended up choosing a different direction in his career by 
working in the hospitality field. His first club was Big Canyon Country Club in Newport Beach where 
he worked at different levels of  food and beverage management.  His career advancement placed him 
next as the Food and Beverage Manager at Rolling Hills Country Club in Rolling Hills Estates where 
he had a major influence in the design and operation of  a new clubhouse with new kitchen, banquet 
room, bar, and member dining, along with a new golf  shop and underground parking structure.

Robert and his wife Lee, moved to the Bay area in 1990 when Robert became the Clubhouse 
Manager/Food and Beverage Manager at Orinda Country Club for eleven years. He then moved on 
to become the General Manager at Mira Vista Country Club in the Berkeley Hills where he oversaw a 
major clubhouse project. Robert’s next career move was as the General Manager at Almaden Country 
Club in San Jose, where he developed a plan to identify the need for a complete demolition of  an 
declining clubhouse, clarify the funding for the project and select the architect, general contractor 
and project manager to build a 34,000 square foot clubhouse with banquet facilities, private member 
dining, state of  the art pub area, fitness center, pro shop and locker rooms.

Robert is excited to apply his experience in food and beverage management, facility project 
coordination, employee training and support, financial management, membership retention and 
recruitment, community outreach/involvement, towards the continuing development of  the United 
Irish Cultural Center.

Robert and his wife, Lee live in Walnut Creek with their 20 year old son, Aidan. Lee works 
in Customer Service for Crate & Barrel in Walnut Creek and Aidan is working on a Journalism Major 
at Diablo Valley College.  Robert in his spare time enjoys hiking with his family, kayaking, reading, 
fine dining, traveling, movies and a good pint of  Guinness. 

Michael Barnacle, Board President and the Board of  Directors



TRIVIA TUESDAY

Silver Gaels luncheon & card playing ~ Friday, September 8, 2017 at 12:30 pm.
All card Players welcome!       Come for the craic!!

SILVER GAELS

Trivia Tuesdays in the main bar at 8pm Info: 415/661-2700 

Connaught Athletic & Social Club 
Annual Dinner Dance  

Saturday, October 14th, 2017 
United Irish Cultural Center 

2700 45th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94116 

No-Host Cocktail Reception 6:30 pm  
Dinner 7:30 pm 

Followed by Music & Dancing 

The New 2017 Connaught Club Board invites you to… 

Honoring Our Retired Board Members 
Peter Naughton, Julia Howard 

& Josephine Moore 

Shannon Durkin 415-361-0461 

Noreen Byrne 415-823-3752  

Rosie Keehan 415-596-2421 

Peter Naughton 415-999-9210 

Peter Moore 415-845-9886 

Sally Cassidy 415-665-0689 

Tickets & Info: Tickets & Info: 



■ SEPTEMBER 21, THURSDAY

• Set Dancing Classes ~ 7:30pm - 9:15pm
For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803

■ SEPTEMBER 22, 23 AND 24
FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
• Join Nikki Ragsdale for a weekend of  Irish!

San Francisco’s Annual Gaeltacht Irish Gaelic
Immersion weekend. Four levels, intensive tutorials
that focus on the spoken language and increasing
fluency. Top caliber, native Irish speakers will be
leading the classes. Contact Sean Seamus for further
information and to register: by phone 415/299-0850
or email Sean: LarkinMaps@gmail.com

■ SEPTEMBER 24, SUNDAY
• Irish Literary & Historical Society
St. Francis Room ~ 5:00pm
GAA History Event Lecture and panel discussion
 The history and thriving Irish sport leagues of  the
Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA), featuring
incoming Irish Consul General Robert O’Driscoll
and San Francisco GAA Chairman Bertie Penny,
and scholar and league official Liam Reidy.
ILHS members free, $5 guests
For more information - www.ILHSsf.org

■ SEPTEMBER 26, TUESDAY
• Cairde Café /Coffee Morning ~ See Ad

10:00am - 12:30pm
For info call Joan at the IIPC 415/752-6006

■ SEPTEMBER 28, THURSDAY
• General Meeting ~ 7:30pm
• Set Dancing Classes ~ 7:30pm - 9:15pm

For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803

AUGUST CALENDAR

■ SEPTEMBER 3, SUNDAY
• GAA Hurling Finals ~ 5:30am

Everyone welcome. Come and cheer on your team!

■ SEPTEMBER 9, SATURDAY
• Irish Marvels, Past & Present ~ 2:30pm - 4:30pm

“Early Irish Pop and Rock & Roll”,
with Anthony Manzella.  Everyone welcome.
Lisa Hilmoe 707/364-5484  or
Hilmoe.gleason@gmail.com

■ SEPTEMBER 14, THURSDAY
• IIPC Monthly Mass & Luncheon ~ See Ad

Call Joan at the IIPC 415/752-6006
• Set Dancing Classes ~ 7:30pm - 9:15pm

For info call Josephine Brogan 415/681-4803

■ SEPTEMBER 17, SUNDAY
• ELECTRIC- Ireland GAA Football All Ireland Minor 

Championship Final starting at 5:15am is Derry vs 
Kerry|GAA All Ireland Senior Football Championship 
Finals starting at 7:30am is Dublin vs Mayo

• Friday, September 1  Tony McMahon

• Saturday, September 2  7:30 pm - 11:00 pm

First Saturday Traditional Music Session

• Friday, September 8  Paul Espinoza

• Saturday, September 9  TBA

• Friday, September 15  Emily Hayes Band

• Saturday, September 16  7:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Comhaltas - Traditional Irish Dancing

• Friday, September 22  The Toast Inspectors

• Saturday, September 23  TBA

• Friday, September 29  Corca Baiscin

• Saturday, September 30  Sin Silver

             Music at the Bar  

Every Friday & Saturday   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

DEADLINE for OCTOBER 2017 BULLETIN is 
SEPTEMBER 15

Please call the UICC with questions 415/661-2700.  
If you have specific artwork questions contact: 

Adrienne Verreos, Falcon Associates Inc. 

SAVE THE DATES!
Thursday, October 12  

IIPC Mass and Luncheon
Saturday, October 14

Connaught Club Dinner Dance
Saturday, October 28

United for Life Annual Luncheon

mailto:falconassoc@earthlink


Moving to a senior community can 
be difficult for the entire family. 
It’s good to have devoted, loving 
Sisters there 
to help.
With a 150-year history of caring for 
people the world over, the Sisters of 
Nazareth fully appreciate just how 
trying it can be for a senior to forgo 
independence and accept help. It’s 
this same empathy and understanding 
that helps the Sisters ease the transition 
and quickly make our new residents 
feel the welcome embrace of our 
community. 

        We encourage you to tour our 
picturesque San Rafael campus, meet 
the Sisters and staff, and start the 
conversation. 415.479.8282       NazarethSR.org

An Assisted Living community dedicated 
to caring for the body, mind & spirit

RCFE #210102878

245 Nova Albion Way, San Rafael
 94903

Near Kaiser Hospital

SPACIOUS ON-SITE CHAPEL  +  DAILY MASS OR COMMUNION  +  CHAPLAIN IN RESIDENCE
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DINING ROOM
­— LUNCH­ —

THURSDAY - FRIDAY
11:30AM TO 2PM

­— DINNER — 
THURSDAY & SUNDAY

5PM TO 8:30PM

Friday &  Saturday
5PM TO 9:00PM

— SUNDAY BRUNCH —
10AM TO 2PM

Support the Businesses 
that Support the UICC!

Brennan & Associates
Insurance Brokers

License No. 0649629

Thomas J. Brennan
Business Insurance Specialists

800-826-5550

 2200 Powell Street, Suite 1080
Emeryville, CA 94608

Kerry Riordan Sykes
Maureen S. McFadden

Certified Specialists in Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law 
by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

377 West Portal Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94127
(415) 661-9050

Free Initial Consultation

Riordan Sykes McFadden, P.C. 

Please contact our Pre-Planning Department for
your FREE Personal Planning Guide

Duggan’s Serra Mortuary FD1098

500 Westlake Avenue, Daly City
 650/756-4500   www.duggansserra.com

Sullivan’s and Duggan’s Serra Funeral Services FD 228

6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco
415/621-4567 

www.sullivansfh.com

My Funeral, My Cremation, My Way®
Traditional & Cremation Services

q

“Our Family Serving Yours”

Celebrations of LifeTerence A Redmond
Attorney at Law

A  Native San Franciscan 
Serving San Franciscans for 40 years

PERSONAL INJURY

PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

IMMIGRATION LAW
Financing is available - call now

(415) 395-9000
lotar49@yahoo.com

• Honest• Aggressive• Dependable

301 Junipero Serra Blvd., Ste. 200 
San Francisco, CA 94127

301 Junipero Serra Blvd., Ste. 200 
San Francisco, CA 94127
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This month’s General Meeting is September 28

ROBERT EMMET REMEMBRANCE 
September 17, 2017   12:00 pm

Band Concourse   Golden Gate Park

Join the United Irish Societies of San Francisco 
in honoring Robert Emmet, Irish Nationalist 
and Leader of the 1803 Rebellion, at the site 
of his statue near the Band Concourse in the 
Golden Gate Park on September 17.  Over 200 
years after his death Emmet is still honored 
on the anniversary of his execution for his 
struggle for Irish independence and the civil 
rights of the disenfranchised Irish Catholics.  
The remembrance ceremony includes Irish 
music, Irish dance, a procession of flags to the 
statue and a reenactment of his speech.

ORGANIZED BY THE 
UNITED IRISH SOCIETIES OF SAN FRANCISCO

SPONSORS OF THE ANNUAL 
SAN FRANCISCO ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

Trial of Robert Emmet

“…when my country takes her place among the 
nations of the earth, then, and not till then, let 
my epitaph be written. I have done.”

—Excerpt from Robert Emmet’s Speech from the Dock




