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Dear Members,

I recently spent 17 days in Ireland.  It’s a wonderful small island filled with shades of  green and a patchwork of  
fields sprinkled with sheep. This was my 11th trip and it always feels like home, even though I was born here in 
San Francisco. As a child,  I had the great fortune of  going back to Ireland many summers and staying on my 
grandparents farm. I fall in love with it more, each time I return. 

Back in the nineties, there was a band called the Irish Connection. I know what that connection is. I have that 
Irish Connection - it is a feeling of  music that touches your soul and the smell of  turf  and the taste of  the 
brown bread and the vegetable soup.  It’s the shear rocks and the rocky shores of  the cliffs of  Moher or the 
lull of  the sing song and music that willows in the streets of  Lahinch. It may be wind that wheezes through 
and around the 5000 year old boulders and stones of  Carrowmore or Creevykeel in Sligo. If  you are charged 
by politics you might find yourself  in the General Post office on O’Connell Street in Dublin where you will be 
taken back to the place where the poets, teachers and patriots proclaimed and fought for their independence. 
If  you watched any episode of  Game of  Thrones, the north will entice you with the Dark Hedges, the caves in 
Cushen and the shoreside in Ballintoy. It might be the soft ice cream and the flake that is must eat. If  fascinated 
by wool, the Aran sweater and how its made, the Foxford Mills, will pacify your curiosity and tickle your fancy 
with colorful woolen threads and flavorful whiskey flavored marmalades. If  you ever owned a piece of  Belleek 
and appreciate the shamrocks and the beauty of  the delicate and ceramic cream colored china, a tour of  the 
factory and watching the artists hand paint flowers and shamrocks and weave clay, will leave you riveting. We 
visited W.B. Yeats country and his gravesite on his birthday and spoke with a robed gentlemen named Malcolm 
who shared stories of  Drumcliffe church, Saint Columba and the celtic cross that has a camel carved into it. We 
filled a plastic water bottle of  holy water from the Knock water fonts. Rocks, apparitions, art, music, the big 
city of  Dublin, and the black taxi tour of  Belfast City, no matter where you come from, something in Ireland 
will connect with you and you will want to return for more. Take pause in Ireland and make the connection -   I 
did when I found a sign, Glor na mara- “the sounds of  the ocean”. I heard it and it mesmerized me. 

It is the place of  the Irish Cultural Center to introduce and make the connection to Ireland for the members 
and the community. The Irish are known for storytelling and it is up to us to share those stories of  family 
and folklore. Your Center can be the beacon for all things Irish - music, art, theatre, sports, dance, language, 
geneaology - a place where people gather honoring the legacy of  the Irish in San Francisco. It is our story to 
tell- let’s make sure it gets told. 

Please email me with questions or comments at acarew@irishcentersf.org. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Please make sure to check our Facebook or website irishscentersf.org for upcoming events. In addition, we have 
volunteer opportunities and financial assistance needed for your Center. We have a fun filled Fall program with 
shows that have limited tickets. And remember, as a dues paying member, you receive discounts on tickets - just 
one benefit to being a dues paying member of  the UICC.

Kindly,
Anne Cassidy Carew, President

  



AUGUST CALENDAR

■ AUGUST 1, THURSDAY
• UICC GENERAL MEETING~ 7:30pm

■ AUGUST 4, SUNDAY
• Spring Cleaning at the Center ~ 10:00am - 3:00pm 

■ AUGUST 8, THURSDAY
• Comhaltas Set Dancing Class ~ 7:30pm ~ Main Bar area
For info call Josephine Brogan 415-264-8856

■ AUGUST 10, SATURDAY
• Irish Marvels, Past & Present ~ 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Pati Traktman will be be presenting, “Ireland’s Famine Ships”
UICC, 3rd floor Boardroom 
All welcome. $5 donation appreciated.
Questions? Contact Lisa at:  hilmoe.gleason@gmail.com

■ AUGUST 15, THURSDAY
• Comhaltas Set Dancing Class ~ 7:30pm ~ Main Bar area
For info call Josephine Brogan 415-264-8856

SAVE 
thE 

DAtE!
SEPTEMBER 1 - SUNDAY

All-Ireland Football Final - Live TV
7:00 – 10:00 am

SEPTEMBER 2 - MONDAY
ARC Ramblers - Walking Group

10:00 – 11:00 am

OCTOBER 12 - SATURDAY
Okktoberfest 2019
5:00 pm – Midnight

Parternership of Irish Center, 
Kopling Society and Irishcentersf.org

■ AUGUST 18, SUNDAY
• All-Ireland Hurling Final - Live TV ~ 7:30am-10:30am
• Fogfest ~ 11:00am

■ AUGUST 22, THURSDAY
• IIPC Summer Outing to Graton Casino - See Ad

• Comhaltas Set Dancing Class ~ 7:30pm ~ Main Bar area
For info call Josephine Brogan 415-264-8856

■ AUGUST 25, SUNDAY
• Ceili ~ St. Patrick’s Room -~3:00pm - 6:00pm
$15.  For info call Josephine Brogan 415-264-8856

■ AUGUST 29, THURSDAY
• Comhaltas Set Dancing Class ~ 7:30pm ~ Main Bar area
For info call Josephine Brogan 415-264-8856





Have you paid your dues?



Have you paid your dues?



Support YOUR 
UICC and the Businesses 
that Support the UICC

Kerry Riordan Sykes
Maureen S. McFadden

Certified Specialists in Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law 
by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

377 West Portal Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94127
(415) 661-9050

Free Initial Consultation

Riordan Sykes McFadden, P.C. 

Please contact our Pre-Planning Department for
your FREE Personal Planning Guide

Duggan’s Serra Mortuary FD1098

500 Westlake Avenue, Daly City
 650/756-4500   www.duggansserra.com

Sullivan’s and Duggan’s Serra Funeral Services FD 228

6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco
415/621-4567 

www.sullivansfh.com

My Funeral, My Cremation, My Way®
Traditional & Cremation Services

q

“Our Family Serving Yours”

Celebrations of Life Terence A Redmond
Attorney at Law

A  Native San Franciscan 
Serving San Franciscans for 42 years

PERSONAL INJURY

PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

IMMIGRATION LAW
Financing is available - call now

(415) 395-9000
lotar49@yahoo.com

• Honest• Aggressive• Dependable

301 Junipero Serra Blvd., Ste. 200 
San Francisco, CA 94127

301 Junipero Serra Blvd., Ste. 200 
San Francisco, CA 94127

rq
DEADLINE for SEPTEMBER 2019 BULLETIN 

is AUGUST 15
Questions? Contact: Adrienne Verreos at 415/468-4130    

or email:   falconassoc@earthlink.net

 The Irish Literary & Historical Society 
will resume in September. 

For information visit - www.ILHSsf.org

Calling out to our members! 

Looking for volunteers 
that can help with 

the interior and exterior 
of the building

—carpenters, electricians, 
plumbers,

gardeners and handymen
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*French Patisserie
*Belleek Factory - Arthur

*3 Fish Studio- Annie & Eric
*Emerald Auto- Garry Gavney

*Michael Deignan Floral Designs
*Angels Flowers

*Petals Flower Studio
*Poppy Cart Florals

*GBS LINENS
*Harding Park Golf Course

*Creative international Pastry
*Sloat Gardens

*Maureen Kelly-Knights Catering
*SF Emerald Society

Leslie Shepherd
Bea Jimenez

Rosalie Abramson

Kathleen McDonough Dowling
Peggy Flanders
Kathy Flanders

Patricia Dowling
Peter & Bernie Naughton

Lisa Michelis
Marvin Long

Nancy & John Brennan
Noreen Corry

MaryAnne McGuire Hickey
Monica McGuire

And to all my helpers that made the day brilliant:
Sally and Jerry Cassidy

Kristi Stoltz,
Josephine Brogan

UICC Staff- Lisa, Ligia, Marvin
Knights Catering and Staff

*Please keep in mind our sponsors that have supported the Irish Center. The Mad Hatter Tea was made extra 
special with the help of all sponsors and donations. We could not do this without their help!

Thank You for the Mad Hatter Tea Party!




